Temporal sequence of events in the estrous cycle of the bitch.
Serum concentrations of luteinizing hormone (LH), estradiol-17 beta, and progesteron were compared with the onset of diestrus in Beagle bitches. The LH peak occurred 8.0 (standard error (SE), 0.3) days before the onset of diestrus. Vaginal cytologic characteristics during proestrus were studied, and vaginal cornification was complete 12.1 (SE,0.2) days before the onset of diestrus. A time sequence of hormonal, vaginal cytologic, and developmental events was outlined during proestrus, estrus, and early diestrus.